STATE OF MARYLAND

TECHINICAL ASSESSMENT 

of the

DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM

May 24, 2011

The Driver Education providers were invited to attend one of two briefings held on

May 24, 2011 to discuss the August 9-12, 2010 Technical Assessment conducted by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Technical Assistance Team.

The briefings included a discussion on key recommendations furnished in the Assessment Report, and how these recommendations may impact the future direction of driver education in the State of Maryland. Mr. Thomas Liberatore, Director, Driver Programs, Motor Vehicle Administration led the briefing.

The information below was gathered at the 9.a.m. briefing.

· Mr. Liberatore advised that the technical assessment was an evaluation of an area of highway safety, coordinated through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, using experts to review material.

· A grant was obtained for the assessment.

· The Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA) likes the recommendation to establish an advisory board of stakeholders that has an input in the implementation, monitoring, evaluation, and enforcement of the Maryland driver education program that has membership from the principle associations and regional school representation. (Priority Recommendation 1.1.1)

· The MVA is planning to reestablish the curriculum committee (Priority Recommendation 2.1.1) and plans on hiring someone to look at all the curriculums, including Driver Improvement and Alcohol Education.

· The MVA realizes the need to modify the way training is done and is looking at core values for instruction.  At this time it is unknown how many hours the instructor training will consist of. (Priority Recommendation 3.1.2)  An updated training program needs to be developed and an effective delivery model is needed. (Priority Recommendation 3.1.3)

· Parents need to be involved with training. Parents should be debriefed after the behind- the- wheel segment of the program. A process needs to be established for those students who may not have an available parent. (Priority Recommendation 4.1.2)

· An increased number of audits should be performed on schools. (Priority Recommendation 5.1.2)

· The curriculum needs to include a more detailed explanation of the skill log and Rookie Driver Program. Parents need to be debriefed regarding the log book.  MVA branch office employees need to visually check log books for inconsistencies. (Priority Recommendation 5.1.5)

· The MVA is going to look at the test to determine if there is a better way to administer the final examination. (Priority Recommendation 5.1.6)

A question and answer session followed the briefing. Mr. Liberatore led the question and answer session.

Q.  Will the course be lengthened?

A.   We aren’t saying that.  The Advisory committee may want to look at that but it’s a law issue also.

Q.  Has there been any discussion about parents riding along on the behind the wheel training?

A.  There hasn’t been any discussion about that but MVA can look at it...it’s a good idea.

Q.  Is there any discussion regarding advanced training for instructors? Is there any money for advanced training?

A.  CEUs were mentioned in the report as were other models related to training of instructors.  Funding will be an issue with anything that we (MVA) do.

Q.  Are the Priority Recommendations being looked at first?

A.  Yes. We see some things we think need to be changed in the instructor training. It’s too early to say what will happen.

Q.  Is there anyway to get instructors trained quicker?  

A.  We are looking at things we can do now.

Q.  Is there any discussion about Basic and Advanced training online?

A.  Not yet. There has been no discussion about hours or online training.

Comments during the question and answer session…

Comment:  The assessment appears to be for teens.

Response:   It is applicable across the board.  Most people that take Drivers Education are        
under 30, after that it drops off.  We are going to look at that. We know adults 
learn differently.

Comment:  It’s not good to make adults start over if they get a ticket.

Response:   It’s in the law.  

Comment:  A list of most common mistakes that schools make would be helpful.

Response:   That’s a good idea.  Audit reports show a lot of the same errors

Response:   MVA is hoping to do workshops around the state with the schools.

Comment:  We need a more non-adversary relationship between the MVA and schools.

Response:   We (MVA) want to make it more constructive.

Comment:  I (school owner) got an audit in April.  It was more information than bashing.

Respone:    We (MVA) are trying to go that way.






END

